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took part in the great events. It was fated that he
should die long years before him, and he recalls the
distant past and remembers the eventful days of his
youth and evokes the phantom of Saint Louis wearing
his armour, covered with his arms and equipment,
running here and there between the ranks to encour-
age his knights, and praises his courage and intrepidity,
his patience in adversity, and enumerates his good
qualities, K&, his kindness to his troops, his loyalty and
his adherence to the right- But notwithstanding the
affection and respect which the historian had for him,
he was not altogether deterred from criticizing him.
He criticized him where necessary, and cites his private
opinion and judgment. Thus he blames the saintly
King for accepting two rare horses presented to him
by a clergyman to pave the way for discussing certain
matters, and does not hesitate to ask the King if this
present had induced him to be lenient with the priest.
He goes even further in his remonstrations, and ex-
presses his astonishment at the King's indifference to
his wife and children- He says, for instance, that the
Queen sailed from Jaffa to meet the King in " Massiat"
and that he (de Joinville) went to receive her and
accompanied her to the King's palace. He then in-
formed the King, who was at prayers, of her arrival.
The King knew where de Joinville had gone but he
did not receive him, and purposely made his sermon
long till his return. All the King did was to enquire
after the health of his wife and children, De Joinville
here says : ** I relate to you all these matters because I
had spent not less than five years in his service, yet he
did not talk to me once about his wife or his children ;
in fact, so far as I am aware he talked to no one on
this subject. It seems that it is not a good quality that
a man should be a stranger to his wife and children to
this extent/* The historian has the right thus to
blame his King, for Margaret de Provence, the saint
King's wife, was an excellent model as wife and queen;